
To the Editor: 
	  
Supervisor Katie Rice, in her Sunday Marin Voice column (9/15/13), is critical of the work done 
by the TAM Working Group to resolve outstanding issues about the Greenbrae interchange and 
freeway improvements thus far planned. They are wrestling with a contentious issue.  
 
Thus far, the TAM staff and consultants have failed to design improvements that will actually 
enhance traffic conditions, or improve approaches to the Richmond Bridge.  That was made 
very clear several weeks ago in a front page IJ article (9/4/13), by Mark Prado, featuring 
remarks made by Diane Steinhauser, Executive Director of TAM.  She tells us they are hiring a 
helicopter, among other things, to get a better overview of what the traffic congestion problems 
really are.  After many years and well over $7 million spent on a host of "traffic experts" to 
assess the situation, they are going to start counting cars again?  Is this an attempt at comedy? 
 
Hold the helicopter!  How about putting one of these many "traffic experts" Katie Rice refers to in 
a car at peak rush hour on Sir Francis Drake Blvd., heading toward the Richmond Bridge?  At 
the merge with 580 as it approaches the bridge, it becomes clear there are too many cars trying 
to get into too few lanes.   
 
A solution to the problem is to create a third lane extending from the Sir Francis Drake on ramp 
for a long enough distance onto the causeway portion of the bridge to allow for a smoother and 
gradual merge.  The causeway is wide enough for three lanes, but the shoulders would have to 
disappear.  Cal Trans wants to keep the causeway and bridge at two lanes with shoulders to 
allow for safety, which is quite understandable.   However, resistance to enlarging the capacity 
of the bridge, directly impacts the sluggishness of traffic exiting 101 at Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 
 
Create the third lane, but activate it for traffic use only during the peak evening traffic periods 
from 4 to 7 PM.  The remaining 21 hours of the day the third lane could resume being an 
emergency lane only.   The roadway width already exists; all it takes is rearranging the painted 
lines on its surface. 
 
This will speed the flow of eastbound traffic along Sir Francis Drake Blvd, toward Richmond. 
Traffic exiting northbound 101 at the Greenbrae interchange will move more quickly and 
smoothly, easing congestion on the freeway.  Would it solve all the problems?  Not likely, but it 
is the single most significant step that could be taken to ease traffic congestion northbound on 
101 approaching the Greenbrae interchange!  
  
Completing the auxiliary lane north from the Tamalpais interchange will enhance those effects 
even more.   Improvements to the 101 exit ramp to eastbound Sir Francis Drake will enhance 
traffic flow and improve existing pedestrian/bike routes. Of great importance, the pedestrian over 
crossing near Lucky Drive would be preserved. (The Tam plan would have demolished this $20 
million asset.) 
 
These could be completed for a fraction of the costs contemplated in the TAM plan, and could 
be implemented quickly, with little disruption of traffic while the transitions on the approach to 
the bridge are made.  I can't think a more direct way to use the bridge toll money to improve 
access to the bridge! 
 
John Robbins 
	  


